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Update on the Granada Christian Education Center (GCEC) 

It has been a productive year for the GCEC.  Most of the summer’s visiting 

teams became acquainted with the site as they helped clean up several 

years’ worth of trash or conducted sports events with the local youth.  

Several Discipleship Classes and a Solo Por Hoy life recovery program are 

underway, and Upward style sports programs are getting started.  All 

year, we have been transporting local residents from the area to El 

Puente for church and Bible study programs.  We have visited many of 

the houses in the area through a demographic study, and the Trinity 

medical team focused on the area in their work this summer.  We have developed a presence and 

relationships well ahead of the eventual opening of the school.   

Physically, we have a new fence on the north side of the property and a caretaker’s house on a 

beautiful site overlooking the barrio.  The entrance to the property and a new south fence are in 

process now.  Much of the trash has been removed.  The city has paved more of the roads leading 

to the area, and has built a family services center in the once muddy square.   

As for funding, Houston Christian High School has selected GCEC as an international class exchange 

partner and will contribute funds for the well,  and we believe that ICM will be helping with funds 

for the multi-purpose pavilion.  The University of Virginia is looking into an innovative design for 

the school buildings, and John Grisham has donated plans for a sports complex.  We have  received 

commitments for more than half of the funds needed to complete purchase of the property, re-

quired by February.  A team of 9 business leaders from Charlottesville visited in November to dis-

cuss opportunities and experience first-hand the vision for the project.  Charles will be visiting 

friends in the Southwest in December as he continues to raise support for the first phase.  We are 

beginning to discuss a partnership with a large church in North Carolina on a combination aquacul-

ture/hydroponic project which could eventually help in our plan to make the project self sustaining 

through businesses integrated with the trade school.  In short, it has been awesome to watch the 

pieces fall into place as God reveals the plans He has for Granada.  If you would like to see more, 

visit the website at www.createdtobe.org, which includes a video.  If you would like to contribute, 

funds are being accepted through ICEC, the US 501(c)3 for GCEC, its Nicaragua non-profit counter-

part.   Instructions are on the column to the left. 
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2012 Trip Season at El 

Puente– the busiest yet 

This was our fourth team 

season   at El Puente.  Each 

year, we think we’ve maxed 

out the capacity of the base, 

volunteers and translators, 

yet each year we find we 

have been equipped to ac-

commodate more than the 

year before.  This year we 

saw 15 teams, many repre-

senting the 2nd, 3rd or 4th  

trip from their church or 

school.   Although many visi-

tors are new each year, we 

see a lot of old friends.  Peo-

ple who found something 

special when they visited 

Granada, and want to come 

back to dig deeper into the 

lessons God unfolds during 

their time here.  Its wonder-

ful to see our Nicaraguan 

friends light up when they 

recognize visitors from past 

years.  Friendships born of 

just a week or so can be so 

easily picked up as though a 

year had not passed.     

Thank you for joining in the 

ministry, even if for a short 

while.  Your work does bear 

fruit, and the transformed 

faces of those who you have 

drawn to El Puente bear wit-

ness to that fact.   

Intern Program... 2012  

Part of the reason we can accommodate the abundance of trips is that we’ve been blessed 

with a strong group of interns who come to help 

shepherd the teams.  Each year, young people 

from previous teams ask to return and spend a 

portion of their summer break helping to lead the 

new groups of visitors.   These young people join 

our  longer-term interns and staff serving from 

several months to two years, and some who have 

transitioned from “just visiting” to permanent 

members of the ministry.   

It is our observation that working with the minis-

try, each other, and learning about life in a for-

eign culture, not to mention learning to submit and lean on God more closely, enriches the 

life of each person who spends a season here.  What is taken from the experience is differ-

ent from person to person, but generally,  it’s a time to stretch and grow. 

 With the growth of interest in intern positions, 

we are beginning to develop a more structured 

intern experience to better guide and disciple 

these young people, and help them make the 

most of their time in Nicaragua.  A group has 

formed who are committed to building out a 

more formal intern program in the year ahead.  

Thank you Linda, Jeanne and Lindsay for your 

work with the interns this summer.  We are al-

ready seeing fruit from your work so far this year.   

Many thanks to the great young people who came to help in 2012 and thanks to the long-

term staff and interns who have helped move the ministry forward this year, including Beth-

any Burrows, Laura Collmus, Lindsay Parsons, Don and Jacque Straka, and of course, Pepe 

(Baker)  Nicholaou.    We look forward to the new faces who will be joining in the work next 

summer and in launching the Granada Christian Education Center. 

 Team Orientation at El Puente 

One of our beloved interns and her kids from the barrio 

One of the many teams from Athens Church 

Interns helped lead the trash clean up at Pantanal Upward teams could use more interns 


