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Prayer Requests: 

For the  fruitful experi-

ences for the many teams 

and interns this summer. 

For more Children’s Church 

teachers. 

For resources for the Chris-

tian School, including a 

truck.   

 

Nicaragua Base News  

From El Puente, Charles and Sarah Kaye 

Adventures in Missions 

Growth and Progress in the Children’s Ministry 

We never anticipated the huge number of children who have become part of our ministry.  

With over 60% of the population of Nicaragua below the age of 18, we should have seen 

this coming.  Although the Wednesday and Friday Bible studies were  originally envisioned 

as adult (male) activities, they have become family events, with 30-60 children every time, 

depending on whether or not school is in session.  Sunday services generally                     

accommodate 60 to 80 children, some-

times more.  Last year we began to realize 

the huge opportunity God has given us and 

began to develop a ministry specifically for 

these little ones.  Jackie Straka has   organ-

ized a team of Nicaraguan and American 

children’s teachers with a  solid  curriculum 

and  we have seen a wonderful transfor-

mation begin to take place in the children.  In addition, we have increased the emphasis on 

children in the ministry through the study of “Shepherding a Child’s Heart” in our team 

leaders’ training program throughout this year.  Our goal is to reach the hearts of these 

children for Christ, planting seeds for their own relationship with Him.  We’ve seen a move-

ment from selfishness and violence to patience and orderliness, at least while under our 

care.  Seeing the children make tangible progress is heartening.  Seeing their parents begin 

to attend events to experience the source of change is also rewarding.   

Vida Joven 5K Biggest Ever 

April 28th marked the 4th annual Vida Joven 5K race.  Good news to report on all fronts:  

We exceeded our financial goal  of $6,000, a 20% increase over last year’s target.   Much 

help came from many of you who contributed through PayPal on the 5K website.  We saw 

a heartening increase in Granada sponsors, including 

many new businesses who were eager to help, and many 

old friends who have been steadfast supporters since the 

first race.  In addition, two teams who have visited Gra-

nada through El Puente organized their own sister races, 

raising over $300.  We had 350 youth run in the race,  a 

huge turnout for the pre-race rally on Friday night, and a 

team of 60 volunteers from the Managua Vida Joven 

clubs came down to help organize the race.  It was a great effort and we’re proud of how 

well the event was executed this year.  You can check out photos and see the list of busi-

ness sponsors on the official website www.5kgranada.blogspot.com.  
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Granada 

Jicaro bracelets 

Jicaro boxes 

 

Contributions to ICEC: 

(Virginia 501(c)3) 

c/o Dan Goodall 

Virginia National Bank 

P.O. Box 2853 

Charlottesville, VA 22902 

 

Update on the Granada Christian Education Center 

We are forging ahead on the Granada Christian Education Center (GCEC) in Pantanal.   

Over the last few months we have engaged the local population in a joint effort to clean 

up this garbage strewn community.  For years the residents have fought neighbors and 

private garbage collectors who have treated the area as their own local dump.            

Volunteers from the El Puente community travelled 

to Pantanal on 6 separate occasions, joining with 

locals to collect and transport over 3 tons of trash to 

the city dump.  Petitions with over 200 signatures 

from residents of Pantanal are ready to go to the 

various municipal departments to ask for their help 

in controlling the problem, and we have put up a stout wire and wood fence which will 

limit the access of those who have been dumping.  On  April 

22nd we held a community service and dedication on the prop-

erty, with teaching, music and refreshments for over 220 peo-

ple.  Following the worship and teaching, about 100 youth hiked 

over to the part of the property which will host sports events, 

and spent the morning in soccer tournaments. Recently, we 

held our first softball  games including one between the guys from Pantanal and the 

girls softball team from Palm Beach Atlantic University. 

Our next hurdle will be to construct a multi-purpose pavilion on the crest of the hill, for 

which we are submitting a grant to ICM.  We are in conversations with several well    

drilling ministries, hoping to get water on the property in the next few months.  Jesse 

and his family, who many of you may know as one of our translators, have agreed to 

move onto the property as caretakers and first staff.  A house for them to live in is being 

constructed and teams visiting this summer have indi-

cated an interest in helping to finish out and improve 

this structure.  Solo Por Hoy (our post rehab ministry), 

various home Bible studies, and now soccer are ongo-

ing activities on and near the property, and we are cur-

rently renting a large truck to bring dozens of Pantanal 

residents to El Puente three times a week for Bible 

study and worship.   

One of the exciting things about what God is doing in Pantanal is the way He is showing 

us the fruit of our labor.  For example, Jesse, who is going 

to be living on the property, has an incredible story about 

how God brought him from a place of deep brokenness to 

healing. Also, several of the people who are helping build 

the house, clear and watch the property have been through 

the Solo Por Hoy process and have been discipled by Pepe 

for the last 3 years.  There is a lot more to do but God is 

leading us by the hand, showing how this is all going to work and providing many work-

ers from within the ministry.  What a blessing! 

Though we have been hesi-

tant to discuss financial mat-

ters over the years, we real-

ize that the magnitude of the 

GCEC project will force us to 

more directly address its 

financial needs.  We must 

still raise some $140,000 to-

ward the final payments on 

the land in Pantanal, and 

though we are being blessed 

with help for the current 

construction, we will need 

funds for the construction of 

the school and its ongoing 

operation.  In the meantime, 

we realize that we are going 

to need a vehicle to trans-

port people and materials 

from El Puente to Pantanal, 

and for ongoing programs 

with the new school.  Cur-

rently, we are renting a 

truck and driver 3 times a 

week, but this is a very ex-

pensive solution.  If you have 

a heart for helping finan-

cially, or any suggestions or 

resources for a vehicle, 

please let us know.   


