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Imago Dei.  Created in the image and like-

ness of God; looking like what He imagined 

us to be and sharing some of the same   

attributes.  This is how things were in the 

beginning and  our loving God is rebuilding 

His kingdom so they will be again.  This is 

the underlying vision for the Education  

Center.  A place where children and young 

adults will see the love of God and His 

power, to make us once again the “Imago 

Dei”.  In so doing God gives them a set of 

eyes to see the world the way He intended it to be, a true Christian world view.  How 

they live and play, what they read and watch, how they approach work and how they 

work all reflect God’s love and gives glory to Him.  Sound heady?  Well that’s what its 

supposed to be.   Children and young adults living as God originally intended.  Pray 

with us as this month, by faith, we make a commitment to purchase the property 

where the education center will be built and these lives transformed. 

With September, we celebrate Five Years in Granada. 

     On September 8th we marked our 5th full year of work in Granada.  For the many 

friends who have helped financially and with prayers, or visited us on mission trips or 

intern rotations, we are most grateful.  The work here would never have gotten off 

the ground without your help, and it is in partnership with you that we find the 

strength and encouragement to move forward.  From Bible classes and discipleship, 

to life recovery and youth programs, along with outreach to the barrios, community 

renewal and economic development, the work God has us doing, with your help, is 

bringing hope and change to Granada.   

     During our time here we’ve truly begun to see significant improvement in the life 

of this city.  We have been joined by wonderful, loving Americans who are committed 

to their work.  Of equal importance, local Granadinos are learning how to reach out 

to their neighbors.  We have many plans for the next five years, including the new 

Christian school and technical education programs, a pastor training center and fur-

ther economic development opportunities.  There is plenty of work to do and we 

look forward to knowing those people who the Lord will be sending to help.  If you 

are interested in joining this growing Christian community, let us know.   
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CHE (Community Health Evangelism)            

Launched  at El Puente 

Two years ago, through a week-long course at El 

Puente, we were introduced to the CHE model for com-

munity transformation.  We believe this program has 

the potential to positively impact the nearby barrios, 

and have been looking forward to the day when we 

could bring it to Granada. Under the leadership of Beth-

any Burroughs, who studied community development 

with YWAM and has committed to working with us in-

definitely, we will be developing a team to begin the 

work.   

The longer we serve here, the more convinced we are that our job is to 

walk with our neighbors, recognizing the need for development within a Christian 

context, not dispense handouts.  CHE offers a proven method for us to help the com-

munity help itself, on the foundation of trust and goodwill we hope we have been 

able to build over the past 5 years.  You can find information on CHE at 

www.lifewind.org. In their own words, CHE…”empowers communities to overcome 

poverty, disease and hopelessness by mobilizing their God-given potential and available 

resources...CHE is a plan for individual and community development through physical 

and spiritual teaching.”  Our hope is that through CHE we will be able to reach deeper 

into the barrios that we have been seeding with the Gospel and Christ’s love.   

2011 Trip Season, the busiest ever, now extending through year-end. 

So far this year, we have hosted 13 mission trips, with 2 more expected before year-

end.  That’s a trip and a half each month, with an average of 25 people each.  We love 

seeing the changes and growth in the lives of these visitors to Granada.   At the very 

least, visitors leave with a broader understanding of the challenges facing the world 

and a greater appreciation of their blessings in America.  Often, they leave with a 

deeper knowledge of God and how He is a at work rebuilding His Kingdom.  Some-

times people confront deep issues within themselves and begin new work on their 

walk and place in the world.  And, occasionally, people realize that God is calling them 

to mission.  We’re happy to see visitors return to work beside side us for a season as 

they discover their own roles in God’s kingdom.   We have been helped immeasurably 

by the work of several summer and longer-term interns, many of whom first encoun-

tered El Puente through a summer trip.  In our view, the work God is doing in the lives 

of our team visitors and interns is as profound as the work He is doing with and through 

them in the barrios of Granada. 

theJicaro Project crafts featured 

at the first annual Epoch 

Mission Awards Gala  

We are very proud that jicaro 

items from our line were      

selected as gifts at the first 

annual Epoch Awards Gala 

Night, at the historic Fox     

Theatre held in Atlanta on   

October 24th.  For those who 

attended this landmark event,  

they had a change to receive 

one of our jicaro bowls or 

bracelets as a gift.   

In addition, El Puente and the 

work in Granada was selected  

as one of three finalists for the 

People’s Choice award, from 

among 438 nominees.   

You can find more information 

on Epoch 2011, the awards and 

the worldwide ministries   

nominated in this year’s list, at 

www.epochmissionsgala.com. 
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