
Good News on the Granada Christian Educational Center  

We’re happy to report that the Nicara-

guan government has finally approved the 

NGO for the Education Center. Together 

with the US based 501c3, we now have the 

legal entities to move forward.  Our pro-

ject team includes top quality Christian 

schools in Charlottesville, Richmond, Wayne County Pennsylvania and Dirio in Nicaragua, 

who are working toward bringing this dream to reality.  We’re excited about the impact 

this project can have on the entire Granada area, with programs for secondary educa-

tion, post high school technical training and community development, all within a Chris-

tian worldview.  All concur that these programs are of critical importance to this under-

served community, where it’s estimated that over 800 youth lack access to schooling 

past 6th grade.   In the planning phase now, we are hoping to get a transitional program 

open within the next year to prepare the population for the center’s full build-out.  If 

you have an interest in this project, please contact us for more details.  
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 theJicaro Project,  starting its third year, introduces batik fabrics. 

As those of you who have visited the base know, our artisans 

are always working on new ideas.  Since inception, this small 

but growing business has been full of wonderful surprises.  

For example, we are learning now that the US market buys a 

lot of ornaments, well ahead of Christmas!  Both the jicaro 

and paper bead lines have been well received and provide 

much needed employment for youth and single mothers in 

the barrio.  This month has seen the first sales of our new 

batik linen line, under the label, BotaNica, which highlights the botanicals found in 

Nicaraguan forests.  All natural fabrics, sewn by Natalia (some of you may know her as a 

summer trip translator) are dyed through an ancient wax resist process known as batik.  

We are making beautiful table linens, pillows and shoulder bags, each requiring an 

exhausting amount of hand labor as the wax and dye are applied in successive layers.  If 

you have any ideas for distribution, including appropriate sales venues in the States, 

please let us know.  You can see these and all our products on our new catalogue at 

www.thejicaroproject.blogspot.com. 
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Banks and Willa…….. 

Banks and Willa are mid-way through 6th grade, their 

second year at a local Catholic school.  They’ll be spend-

ing their two weeks of summer break at a Christian camp 

in Maine, the first camp experience for either of them.  

They’re both super excited about getting away and hav-

ing a little independence in the States.   

Banks (13) has been working on designs for paintball 

guns and dabbling in entrepreneurial ventures at school.  

Willa (12) talks about attending West Point someday and is reading a lot of Shake-

speare, finally leaving behind the Wimpy Kid Diaries.  Non-stop readers, we’ve solved 

the book problem by providing them both with Kindles. 

Both speak Spanish like native Nicaraguans.  We recently realized that they are hav-

ing trouble remembering life at the farm in Gordonsville, a sad thing for all of us.   We 

trust that though they are missing a lot of good things back home, their experiences 

here will enrich them in ways we can’t yet appreciate.  We have recently added the 

Khan Academy internet classes to their work schedule, to try to keep them abreast  

academically with their peers in the States. 

They both love the summer months, when the base at El Puente is home to visiting 

teams of young people, particularly teams from Charlottesville  which always include 

returning friends.  Still, they could use your prayers as they work through how to 

honor us and the call God has put on our lives,  to leave home and serve in a foreign 

land. 
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Contributions to the work of Sarah & Charles at 

the Nicaragua Base may be made through: 

 AIM 

 6000 Wellspring Trail, 

 Gainesville, GA, 30506 

Direction:   Kayes /Nicaragua Base. 

Contributions to Entrega may be made through: 

 VNBTrust 

PO Box 1247 

Charlottesville, VA 22902 

Attention: Dan Goodall 

Granada 

Making jewelry at El Puente 

Jicaro bracelets 

Jicaro boxes 

 

 

Vida Joven 5K “thanks to all” 

Thanks to all of you who helped make this year’s 5K race a success.  Once again, we beat 

our goal, raising well over $5,000. In addition, the Trinity Youth in Charlottesville put on a 

shadow 5K at the same time, raising awareness for the Granada clubs and funds to keep 

these clubs going.   

In each of the last three years, we have challenged our Nicaraguans friends to take a 

leadership role in organizing the event.  This year their work produced the best event 

ever, with a top-quality community rally the night before, featuring traditional dancers, 

music, comedy and club leaders from far-away Matagalpa and Managua.  The police, fire-

men, local radio stations, and scores of local businesses came out to support the kids.  

This year we had trophies, medals and great prizes, including the very popular grand 

prize bike from Baker Nicholaou’s BiciMaximo.   

If copying is the sincerest form of flattery, then we are flattered indeed that the local 

health club came to ask us how to put on their own race the very next week.   
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